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Blackpool Council Licensing Service 
 

Representation made by a Responsible Authority  
to an application for the grant / variation of a Premises Licence / 

Club Premises Certificate 

Responsible Authority  

Name of Responsible Authority Blackpool Council – Health & Safety 

Name of Officer    (please print) Gareth Shaw 

Signature of Officer 

 

Contact telephone number 01253 478315 

Date representation made 25 06 15 

Do you consider mediation to be appropriate  No 

Premises Details 

Premises Name Bella Pizza, 

Address 89 Dickson Road, 

 Blackpool 

  

  

Post Code FY1 2ET 

Reasons for making representations 

To bring to the attention of the committee that this premise has had its licence revoked previously for 
serious failures in safety detailed in the previous review paper below. 

It is recommended that the licence should only be granted if the application is amended, or if 
conditions are applied, as detailed below. 

 Throughout 2013 the Health and Safety Enforcement section have been carrying out spot checks on 
electrical installations this has included some joint working with Electricity Northwest. 
 
During inspection of premises it has come to light that the electrical installation on this premise was 
tampered with in order to abstract electric. 
 
Meter tampering is a criminal offence and in this case rendered the electrical system as extremely 
dangerous including the electrical system that fed the upstairs flat where a couple lived with their baby. 
 
The Electricity Northwest officer Joseph Taylor outlines his findings in his statement below. 
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The photograph below shows the tampered electrical system: 
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Karen Ainsworth, revenue protection manager for Electricity North West, comments below:  
 
“We take meter tampering very seriously and electricity abstraction is a criminal offence and puts the 
safety of tenants, businesses and the general public at great risk. 
 
“We will continue to crack down on local businesses as it is unacceptable that honest bill-paying 
residents across the North West are effectively having to pay for others to have free electricity.” 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the electrical issues Mark Marshall, Licensing and Health and Safety Manager outlines in 
the statement below his dealings with the premise in relation to operating whilst the licence for the 
premise is suspended. 
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On the 2
nd
 of February 2015 in company with officer Lloyd Anderson I visited as I had noted staff 

smoking in the rear of the premise on entering the staff rushed to the rear of the premise and there 
evidence of smoking into a bin the operator was formerly warned about the need to work with 
authorities and also in relation to smoking legislation on the night. As we were leaving the premise a 
customer took offence at me issuing this warning and became extremely verbally abusive to the point 
myself and officer Lloyd had to retreat some distance from the property with the offender continuing his 
abuse all the way and it wasn’t for some time until the operators and his staff came to our assistance. 
Fortunately we were able to leave without the incident escalating to physical violence.  
 
 
After receiving this licence application Officer Jacqui Harrison visits and noted the following. 
 
Filters on extraction missing and this is directly above flats. 
Last electrical certification only relates to a dead test after the meter was taken out and no further 
checks have been made before continuing operations of the business. 
Gas equipment not included on the gas safety certification. 
Operator unable to confirm what hot water system was in place. Historically this has always been a gas 
system from the upstairs flat and again this was not included on the current gas safety certification. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
I have concerns about the level of management in relation to safety and have seen little produced to 
reassure me that this premise will do anything other than continue to operate on a reactive basis rather 
than being proactive. 
 
 
. 
 
 

 


